
 

 

Christmas is for Adults Not Children 

Now that might seem rather a strange thing to say given our child-centric mania during 

this season, but I am talking Bible story not popular culture. There is nothing wrong with 

our concentration on the young at Christmas .It is a joy to see the Children sing and act 

out the old, old story. It brings immense pleasure to see those bright excited eyes and hear 

the excited squeals as wrapping paper is ripped apart. 

However, if you read the story in Matthew or Luke, you will see that with the exception 

of the baby in the manger and the probability that Mary was a teenager…..there is not a 

single child present! 

Joseph is commonly presumed to be older because he is not mentioned when Jesus, aged 

about 30, starts his public ministry. In fact some experts suggest Jesus had to wait until 

his younger siblings were old enough to look after her and the family. Freeing him from 

being “the man of the house” 

The shepherds must have been full grown. No one sends out boys to stay awake all night 

and guard the flock against wild animals and thieves. 

At that time wisdom was measured by experience, reflection and longevity. So the Wise 

Men were certainly no spring chickens. 

We know from other historical sources that Herod and Augustus Caesar had previous long 

careers. Making them both of a certain age. 

Let us not forget the retired priest Zechariah and his wife Elizabeth, parents of John, who 

twenty to twenty-five years later baptized the masses and cried out “the Messiah is ap-

proaching”. 

Then there are Simeon and Anna waiting out their last years in the Temple, daily expect-

ing God to intervene and enter into life in some unique new way. 

Yes the Christmas story is about adults, some of whom were very elderly. That is the gos-

pel truth. 

The celebration of Christmas has, and will continue to change, but do not ever forget that 

Messiah’s birth was a truly adult event, played out by ordinary people without a script or 

benefit of rehearsal.  

Have a Blessed Christmas and a Joyful New Year. Your friend and Pastor, John. 
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Cantata: Carols and Lullabies 

Sunday, December 13, during 9:00 and 11:00 

worship, the adult choir will present Carols and 

Lullabies (Christmas in the southwest) by 

American composer, Conrad Susa.  Written as a 

companion piece to Britten’s A Ceremony of 

Carols, Susa  explores the Christ child’s birth 

through many moods, rhythms and colors of    

traditional Spanish carols of varied texts –           

Biscayan, Catalonian, Puerto Rican, Spanish,      

Andalucian, Castilian, and Mexican.  The “narrative” takes us from Mary and Joseph’s 

journey to Bethlehem, to the fanciful idea of spring in winter, to lullabies, scenes at the 

manger, bells ringing announcing the birth, fires lit in celebration, gifts, and more lulla-

bies. The compelling image of a “Southwestern piñata party for the new baby” inspired 

Susa to choose the timbres of the harp, the marimba and vibraphone, and guitar as the 

accompaniment voices for the spirited and luscious choral settings.  We are delighted 

Michael Maganuco, harp, Mark McKenzie , guitar, and Anthony Houston, percussionist,  

will be sharing their talents with us. Please invite your friends to worship with us as we 

prepare for the birth of Jesus.  

 RCLPC Youth and Children Present: A Time for Waiting 

Please join all the RCLPC children and youth for A Time for Waiting, Sunday, De-

cember 20, during 9:00 and 11:00 worship.  This Advent celebration includes the sto-

ries of Elizabeth, Zechariah, Mary and TWO babies—John and Jesus, along with 

shepherds, angels, Wise men, and animals.  Please invite your family and friends as 

we experience the UNEXPECTED narrative than the one we often hear outside of 

church during December—“one in which there is some fear, ambiguity, and a deeper 

hope than any Santa can bring.” 



Our annual giving tree ….. 
Is up  and covered with ornaments, so don’t delay 
and miss picking the ornament tag for the person 
or persons you would like to purchase a gift for.  
Each gift tag will indicate when the gift should be 
brought back in time for Christmas delivery. 

 

You will find items to give, named on the tag 

from: 

BBBS: Big Brother Big Sister 

FHPC: Family Health Partnership Clinic 

P: Pioneer Center 

TP: Turning Point 

 

Return the Christmas gifts by the date on the or-
nament. Let’s empty the tree and have a merry 
Christmas, knowing that we have given gifts to 
some very grateful children and adults.  

                                       ~ Mission Committee 

SCRIP Cards for Christmas! 

Don't forget to order your Scrip Gift Cards in 

time for Christmas and help support PADS. 

The next deadline date to order in time for 

Christmas is Sunday, December 6th  If you 

have any questions please contact Nancy 

Blakely or            Joan Jensema. 

Don’t Miss  

The Potts and Pans Steeldrum 

Band led by our own Anthony 

Houston, Sunday, December 13 

at the 10:00 Fellowship Hour! 



MEET YOUR DEACON . . . . Sarah Kelewae 

I live in Crystal Lake and have been a member of RCLPC for approximately twelveyears. I am from 

Pennsylvania, where most of my years were spent in a suburb of Philadelphia; and my favorite child-

hood summer memories were spending time at the Jersey shore. 

  

In high school I was active in the band and orchestra. My favorite school subject was German, probably 

because my family was Pennsylvania Dutch and we incorporated some Pennsylvania Dutch in our eve-

ryday language. I went on to become a German teacher and began a Crystal Lake school-home ex-

change with a school in Germany. Every other year we hosted German teachers and students and trav-

elled to Germany for three weeks. I’ve always enjoyed other cultures, languages, and countries, so I’ve 

travelled to countries in Europe, Central America, and South America. 

  

My family and faith are the most important things in my life. I have four children and twelve grandchil-

dren. My husband and I have been married for 45 years. My faith has been very important to me ever 

since I was young. During my grade school and high school years I was raised in a Presbyterian Church 

and went on to attend a small Presbyterian college. I hope to be able to share God’s love by my actions 

and the way I treat others. 

  

Sarah is now moderator of the Deacons and takes care excellent of all the other Deacons who are now 

her family group. 

I CHIWEENIE,  
YOU CHIWEENIE,   
WE CHIWEENIE! 

 
Chiweenie?  A cross between a chihuahua 
and a dachshund.  Why should I, you, we 
care?  A very special Chiweenie is being 
trained as a service dog by Medical Mutts 
for our very own special Cheryl Brincks.  
 
Cheryl is a brittle diabetic who experi-
ences extreme blood sugar reactions with-
out warning.  Her Chiweenie is a rescue 
dog that is undergoing months of highly 
specialized training to recognize Cheryl's 
symptoms before they occur, which could 
potentially save her life. 
 

How can I, you, we help?  Session has approved an appeal to the congregation to help 
Cheryl cover the expenses involved in obtaining her Chiweenie, $12,000.00.  Please 
prayerfully consider a donation to help Cheryl live a longer, better life. Cheques can be 
made payable to RCLPC, with either Deacon Emergency Fund, or Cheryl Brincks on the 
memo line.  Thank you for your caring hearts! 



 

24th Annual  

RCLPC Cookie Walk  
December 12, 2014  

9 am to noon or until cookies disappear  

Why have a Cookie Walk?  

 

 

 

 

Everyone is needed!  

Be a part of something deliciously great  

What if every family in church helped in some way and lots of people 
baked?  

You don’t bake? There are lots of jobs: set up (you can be an elf), weigh 
cookies, wash dishes, donate cider and donuts, table cloths, etc. etc.  

You say YOU want to help?  

 

 

 

Workers can eat broken cookies  

 

– hmmm, maybe more broken cookies to eat.  

 

Community people return each year looking for favorites, old fashioned 

cookies, candy, breads and other holiday specialties. Anyone want to make 

gingerbread men or gingerbread houses or your favorite cookie?  

You’ve never been to a Cookie Walk? It is fun and delicious.  

All you do is come, pick up a box, fill it with cookies, weigh them, take 

them home and eat cookies … what could be better? At only $8 a pound it 

is almost too good to be true.  Help support local mission.  

Sign up in Fellowship Hall and be a part of something great  

… and delicious!  



Living Waters for the World Mission Project 
 

Living Waters for the World (LWW), a global mission resource of the 

Synod of Living Waters, PC(USA), has been working for more than 20 

years to provide sustainable, safe water to communities in need. In June 

2015, Ridgefield-Crystal Lake Presbyterian Church joined LWW in its 

mission. We are partnering with a Guatemalan church so that the compas-

sion and transforming love of Jesus might be shared with our global 

neighbors. 

 

The RCLPC Living Waters team is currently planning for a development 

trip in January 2016. The planning includes preparing  covenants for use with the church members at 

Belén Presbyterian, covenants about our relationship and each partner’s responsibilities. The Guate-

mala in-country coordinator is arranging for a translator and transportation. The people at the Belén 

church are making plans to form a local Water Committee, whose members will oversee and manage 

the safe-water system and construct a building to house the system. 

 

Raising funds for the system, education materials, translators, transportation, and an in-country coordi-

nator will be an ongoing process. Last summer’s dinner theater started the account growing, and Black-

hawk Presbytery has just given it a boost. The Presbytery awarded the LWW mission project $3300 as 

a project that supports the vision and mission of the Presbytery and the PC(USA). Our sincere thanks 

go to the Presbytery for its commitment to this partnership that will provide safe water for the people of 

Jerez Village. 

 

The congregation at RCLPC will have an opportunity to participate financially by purchasing compo-

nents for the safe-water system and bottles to hold the clean water. Complimentary cards will be avail-

able to let your family and friends know about the gift you gave in their name. Prices will begin at $4 

per 5-gallon bottle and range over a variety of costs for components of the system. Watch for a display 

coming this month to Fellowship Hall. 

 

If you’re interested in learning more about this project, join Sarah and Jac Kelewae and Lois and Rick 

Johnson in an adult education class about Living Waters and the ways you can be involved on Sunday, 

November 15, at 10am. You can find more information at rclpc.org > Other Links of Interest > Living 

Waters for the World. The Volunteer button on the webpage offers ways you can support this project. If 

you would like to be part of the implementation team of summer ’16, let us know of your interest. 


