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Two– Minute Meditation 
As everyone who has ever paid for license plates knows, 
for a little extra money, you can purchase specialty 

plates for your vehicle.   
 

 You can display plates that support the university you 
attended.  

 

 A group or organization to which you belong, like an 
animal-rights group.  

 

 NASCAR-themed plates or other sports team plates.  
 

 “Share the Road” plates that bear an image of a     

bicyclist and encourage safe vehicle operation around 
riders.  

 

Other specialty plates include those for motorists with 
specific accomplishments or backgrounds. For example, 

in some states, a veteran who was a prisoner of war or 
a Purple Heart recipient can obtain a POW or Purple 

Heart specialty plate, respectively, after presenting 
documentation of his or her status to the registrar. 
 

The burning question, in addressing our text, is what 
would the apostle Paul’s catchy license plate say? 
 

GODCARES4U? 

I doubt Paul would ever be that brief. He is renowned for 
writing the longest sentences in the Bible! In the original 
Greek, Ephesians 1:15-19 is a single sentence of 99 

words!  
 

Verse 19 is the nearest you will get to brevity. It refers 
to the power at work in us who believe in God, but 

Paul’s not content to use a single word for “power”; 
rather he uses four of them. In the NRSV, verse 19 
reads, “and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 

power for us who believe, according to the working of 
his great power” — 21 words — but to get a literal sense 

of what Paul actually wrote, we’d have to word it some-
thing like this: “and what is the immeasurable greatness 
of the ability God has put into our hand because we   

believe, according to the energy at work in us from the 
dominating might inherent in him” — 33 words. 
 

Even the most eloquent can’t adequately explain the  

entirety of God. Or maybe Paul swallowed a Thesaurus! 
 

Rev. John Dillon 

Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

15 I have heard of your faith in the 

Lord Jesus and your love towards 
all the saints, and for this reason  
16I do not cease to give thanks for 
you as I remember you in my  
prayers. 17I pray that the God of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father   
of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know him, 18so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are 

the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, 19and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his 

power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power. 
20God put this  power to work in 
Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly places, 21far 
above all rule and authority and 

power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the age to 

come. 22And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him 

the head over all things for the 
church, 23which is his body, the  
fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Coordinator Needed 
Looking for someone who loves 
shopping on someone else's dime 

and would be willing to keep the 
church's kitchen stocked with 
plates, cups, napkins, plastic uten-

sils and other various papergoods 
as needed.  If this "job" is of inter-

est to you, please contact Cynthia 
Lopuszynski at 815.356.5038. 



During the first weekend in October, Stronghold transforms itself from  

a modern retreat and meeting facility to the site of the Olde English 
Faire. Wandering players perform both onstage and off as crafters and 

merchants display their wares. Minstrels fill the pathways and stages 
with melodies while children gather in the Gremlin's Garden for stories 
and other children's activities. These and many more delights await you 

at the Olde English Faire!  October 5 & 6 at Stronghold Camp & Retreat 
Center, 1922 N. IL Rte. 2, Oregon, IL 61061 

Fundraiser Quilt Auction 
Saturday, October 5, 2013 at Stronghold Camp 

 

Come to Stronghold for a live auction of beautiful and interesting  
quilted items including handmade quilts of all sizes, baby quilts, wall 
hangings, table runners and other items. There will be new quilts as well 

as heirloom quilts available at the auction.  

 

Quilt Preview  
10:00am – 12:00pm 

 

Live Auction  
1:00pm in Brubaker 

Center 
 

Admission is $2.00  

and also applies to  
Olde English Faire  

admission. 

 
All proceeds will benefit 

Castle and Camp  
improvement projects. 

1922 N. IL Rte. 2 

Oregon, IL 61061 



Gun Violence 
RCLPC’s Compassion, Peace and Justice 
Team would like to know how you feel our 

church can help reduce the amount of gun 
violence.  The CPJ Team is already planning 
some adult education hours themed on  

preventing gun violence and possibly, a film 
on the issue.  Do you have other ideas? Jot 

them down and leave your thoughts in the 
box on the CPJ table in the Connecting Link. 
Thank you! 

Working for Peace and Justice 
Check out the display table in Fellowship Hall 
sponsored by the Compassion, Peace, and Jus-

tice Team. You’ll find an assortment of General 
Assembly Mission Council materials that show 
some of the many ways the PC(USA) is working 

for peace and justice in the world. From Presby-
terian Disaster Assistance, to the Office of Public 

Witness Washington Report, to ideas for sustain-
able autumn living, you are welcome to help 
yourself to whatever interests you. 

Esmeralda Villalta has been working with   

The Association for the Development of El Salvador 

(CRIPDES), a grassroots organization made up of 

over 300 rural communities for the past 13 years. 

Their work has focused on training community lead-

ers, natural disaster preparedness and women’s and 

youth organizing. 

 

Alexandra Early, Estela Garcia and Tanya Cole 

are the translators of the tour and coordinators for the 

Sister Cities network, which links 17 cities across the 

U.S. with organized communities in El Salvador as 

part of a movement of solidarity. 

Come learn about the situation in El Salvador and 

the Salvadoran social movement. Learn about 

community organizing strategies that can be      

applied to the threats in your area and to show 

your solidarity with the Salvadoran people as they 

defend their human and environmental rights.  

Donations accepted for Sister Cities. 

MCC Student Peace Action Network, Student Life, 

and Crystal Lake “Friends of Chilama” present: 
 

U.S.-El Salvador Sister Cities 
Thursday October 10, 2013, 7:00pm 

Room B-166, McHenry County College 

Adult Volunteer Literacy Program 
Adult Volunteer Literacy orientation and training will be offered at McHenry County College on   
various days and times in October and November. Look for information in the Connecting Link,  

or contact Marie Day at (815) 455-8542 or mday@mchenry.edu if you’re interested in learning 
more. Tutors are needed for reading, writing, math, or English language (ESL). It’s a way to 
make a difference for eager adult students who live in McHenry County’s towns and neighbor-

hoods. You’re not likely to meet any students more motivated or appreciative than these! 



Glory to God 
 

The new Presbyterian Hymnal, Glory to God, will contain the following: 
 

 More than 800 hymns, psalms, and spiritual songs. 
 Approximately 50% of these will be from the 1990 Hymnal, while the 

rest will come from older Presbyterian hymnals, other denomina-
tional songbooks, and individual authors and composers. 

 A musical setting of almost every Sunday lectionary psalm. 
 Music from six different continents. 

 Music covering all major historical and sacred genres,        including 
approximately thirty-five African American and  gospel hymns (“Soon 
and Very Soon,” “Swing Low Sweet Chariot,” and others).  

 Worship aids and printed liturgies for Sunday services (including 
Baptism and Lord’s Supper) and services for     daily prayer. Orders 

of worship will include congregational responses, prayers, and 
creeds. 

 

Special offering envelopes, ‘New Hymnal Offering’ are in the pews. 
Hymnals are $17.95 each. To purchase a new hymnal, please write a 

check to “RCLPC” designating “new hymnal” on the memo line. On the 
outside of the envelope, please designate ‘In Memory of’, ‘In Honor of’ or gift to RCLPC. Please 
ask Sue Neuschel or Bill Pittenger if you have any questions.  

Thank You - the worship committee 

Worship Notes 
This fall, we started following the Narrative Lectionary in worship. Where the Revised Common 
Lectionary was a 3-year cycle of four weekly readings that jump around through the scriptures, 

the Narrative Lectionary is a four-year cycle of one weekly reading. From September through May 
we follow the sweep of the biblical story, from Creation through the early Christian church. It is 
our hope that reading in a narrative sequence will help us see Scripture as a story that has co-

herence and a dynamic movement. The stories tell of hope and disappointment, suffering and  
redemption. We hear the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the prophets, Jesus, and 

Paul, because we believe that listening to the many different voices within Scripture enriches our 
life of faith. In all these varied contexts, we find God dealing with the complexities of human life. 
Each week there is a bulletin insert that you can take home, containing more background infor-

mation and daily readings or even family devotional ideas, as we seek to live in God’s story in our 
everyday lives. 

Pastor Teri’s Book is Here!  

“Who’s Got Time? Spirituality for a Busy Generation” 
Available now from www.chalicepress.com, as either a hard copy or ebook. 
 

The publisher’s website states: 
“Who’s Got Time? Spirituality for a Busy Generation”, co-authored by Teri Peterson 

and Amy Fetterman suggests new ways of incorporating spiritual practices into the 
busy lives of generations X, Y, and beyond. Whether you’re a student or working   

several jobs just to stay afloat, single or with a family, or just seeking something else 
you can’t quite put your finger on, the authors help you find the holy in the mundane. 
Contemporary, hip, conversational, and practical.” 
 

Teri is willing and happy to do an “author’s signature” on any books purchased by her friends   

at RCLPC. Anyone interested in getting their copy signed, please contact the office and we will 
contact her and make the arrangements. 



It is Party Time!   
Everyone is invited to attend  

a “design RCLPC Cafe”  
2013-2014 dinner program.  
 

Everyone is welcome and encouraged  

to attend at: 
 

Kathy and Lou Rabe’s home 

3211 Jasmine Court,  

Crystal Lake, IL 60012 

RCLPC Café 
Save the Date: October 26, 2013 – 6:30pm  

For over 30 years we have met in homes of friends and members to have fun, build friend-

ships and “break bread together”.  Each year there is a different theme.  We usually meet 

on Saturday nights about 5 or 6 times a year in groups of 8 or 10, plus have some all group 

parties.  Meals are up to you, casual or fancy. Join us to plan this season’s events that will 

include your culinary desires and schedules.  

This is an all-adult program for all ages over 21 

of couples, singles, men, women. 
 

Bring a favorite appetizer to share and a 

beverage to enjoy - October 26th. 

Save Those Rachel Ray Stamps 
from Jewel! 
Jewel grocery store is currently giving out stamps 
that can used to buy dishes designed by Rachel Ray.  

Kathy Rabe would like to save up the stamps and 
purchase some dishes to donate to Home of the 

Sparrow and help families that are starting over in 
their lives, but she needs your help. Please save 
those stamps every time you are at Jewel and give 

them to Kathy.  That will not only increase the 
amount of dishes we all can purchase, but it will 

save Kathy from buying way too many groceries! 

Heartfelt Thanks 
The last few weeks I have been in 
Washington state saying good bye to 

my wonderful 93-year-old mom.   
Your kind words, caring thoughts and 
touching cards were all so welcomed 

and helped to heal during a difficult 
time.  Our church family sustains us 

through celebrations and sorrows, 
and I am so thankful for all of you.   
Kathy Rabe (and Lou too) 



Session Highlights 
September, 2013 

 

 A group of 14 individuals from Blackhawk Presbytery, including our own Bill Pittenger, plans to 
travel to Kenya to strengthen ties with our Presbytery partner there. 

 

 Blackhawk Presbytery voted to dissolve the position of Associate Pastor at RCLPC, following our 

congregation’s vote to do the same. We now have a Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, 
Matt Brown, in place. 

 

 The new electric candles are serving us well in the sanctuary. 
 

 Contributions for new hymnals are being accepted. 
 

 Appreciation goes to the Worship Enhancement Team for their work on the visuals to accom-
pany the narrative lectionary. 

 

 Ann Legg is serving as interim accompanist for the adult choir. 
 

 The choir accepted an invitation to New York City in May 2014 to participate in the New York 

premiere of Dr. Bradley Ellingboe’s Star Song. 
 

 Roof and siding repairs are nearly complete, and electrical fixes continue to be made. 
 

 A needed module for the organ has been obtained and will be installed soon. 
 

 Our thanks to Sarah Elam for placing an ad for RCLPC in the Sun City playbill. 
 

 The Time and Talent Stewardship Survey is underway.  
 

 26 people attended the Compassion, Peace, and Justice movie night, Chasing Ice. The next 

movie,  Trigger, is scheduled for October 18 at 7pm. 
 

 Thanks go to Fred Neuschel for crafting a new, unique home for our coffee cups. 
 

 Adult education classes are being attended by 20-plus, with The Wired Word, the RE:FORM 

class, and a series on gun violence being offered in October. 
 

 14 middle and 13 high school youth participated in opening weekend events. Our number of 
youth exceeds the average for our size congregation. 

 

 Next meeting: Monday, October 28, 7pm 

Global Gift Shop 
November 17,  

8:30am - 12:30pm 
Our 8th annual Global Gift Shop will 
be held on Sunday, November 17 

from 8:30am - 12:30pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  This fair trade event allows us 
to buy some fabulous gifts (perhaps 

for Christmas ??) and at the same 
time to help desperately poor people 

around the world earn income. 

Volunteers Needed 
PADS is hoping to open up an overflow nighttime winter shelter at a  new site off Hwy 176 in  
Crystal Lake. They desperately need volunteers particularly in the overnight hours/early mornings   

on Tuesdays. Anyone who is interested in helping should contact: Rebecca Heeman-Moore B.A.,   
Outreach Case Manager at 815-482-3044 or 815-338-5231  rheeman-moore@pioneercenter.org 
www.pioneercenter.org "Empowering individuals to achieve their full potential."   

CROP Walk Update 
As of today, RCLPC walkers/
recruiters raised $1919.  We can 

still raise funds until the end of   
October, if you have sponsors out-
standing.  I expect, at least,        

another $200 to be raised by the end of next week…  
for a total of $2119 for RCLPC. 
 

Thanks to all of you for your efforts, and thank you to 
your sponsors. Thanks too to Bill Pittenger for the great 

signs and reminders of why we walk and why we raise 
funds.  What a beautiful day we had for the Walk.  MJ 



More Emergency Relief Kits Needed 
Remember the hygiene kits we supplied to Church World Service (CWS) through VBS?  
CWS supplies not only hygiene kits, but clean-up buckets for people in the U.S. and worldwide 

who are facing natural disasters, violence, or poverty. 
 

This past spring 2500 emergency clean-up buckets were shipped to 

Illinois alone, in response to severe flooding caused by spring 
storms: 
 

 500 buckets to DuPage County in April 

 992 buckets to the Red Cross in Rolling Meadows in May 
 1008 buckets to Peoria in May 
 

The CWS warehouse was nearly depleted of this important resource. 
Blackhawk Presbytery congregations will be helping to resupply this emergency relief kit.  

Our assistance has made a difference close to home this year.  

Movie Night at RCLPC -  
Friday, October 18, 7:00pm in Fellowship Hall 
 

Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence 
 

Trigger is a documentary produced by the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program. The film looks at 
how shootings impact individuals, families and communities.  Trigger moves from - "Why did this 

happen to us?"  to - "What can we do to prevent it from happening to others?"  All are welcome.  
Sponsored by the Compassion, Peace and Justice Team 

Adult Education Possibilities  
10:00am Sundays 
 Gun Violence 101 – How can our faith com-

munity address this issue?” Join our CPJ Team 

in Pastor John’s office and discover possible 
ways you can help. 

 Can it be proven that God exists? WOW! 
Good question. Drop by the Reaffirmation – 
RE:Form class in Fellowship Hall and find out 

what Pastor John has to say. 
 Do you have trouble giving a Christian   

response to issues facing today’s world? 
Have a cup of coffee and this caffeinated Wired 
Word discussion in the lounge. 

S'mores for Sounds 
Now is the time for fun fall traditions!   
On October 19th, Dorothy Vick would like to 

invite you to her house for a bonfire.  She 
will provide all necessary provisions for the 
fire and s'mores, and would like you to bring 

your own lawn chairs and beverages.  An op-
portunity to provide an open donation will be 

available; all proceeds will support our choir's 
upcoming trip to New York.  If interested 
please sign up in the connecting link.  It's 

sure to be a fun and delicious time.  

SCRIP Gift Cards 
Please help our Missions by ordering Scrip cards (gift cards/cash cards for different businesses). 
We will be placing orders each month and have a deadline date for the   orders to be turned in by. 

On the Mission bulletin board in the Connecting Link there are order forms with many businesses 
to choose from, or you may check on the RCLPC website under Missions. These cards give our  
Missions a cash rebate when you order. There is no expiration dates and there are different de-

nominations to choose from. The deadline dates for the next few months will be October 20th,  
November 17th, and December 8th. These dates will be posted along with the information needed 

to order Scrip cards on the Mission Board. Don't forget Christmas is coming and Scrip gift cards 
are an easy way of giving  to those friends, family and our Missions. Orders usually take approxi-
mately a week to receive. Orders need to be in Joan Jensema's  mailbox by 11am on that deadline 

Sunday. Thank you again for supporting our Missions. 


