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March 20, 2013 

Holy Week Schedule 
March 24 - 31 

 

Palm Sunday Services -  

9 and 11am 
  

Maundy Thursday - 6:30pm 
Join us in Fellowship Hall as we feast 

and pray together, considering God’s 

promise and call to abundant life. We 

also remember Jesus’ commandment 

to us (“Maundy” comes from 

“mandatum”= commandment) that 

we love one another the way he loves 

us—extravagantly and without reser-

vation, even to the end. In Jesus’      

re-definition of the Passover feast, we 

see God’s abundance, the joy God  

desires for us, and the true meaning 

of love—to be broken and poured out 

for others. We’ll share a simple meal 

of soup and bread and explore the 

story together. Please sign up in the 

Connecting Link so we know how 

much food to prepare. 
  

Good Friday - 7pm 
We gather in the Sanctuary to remem-

ber that sometimes the world prefers 

darkness to light. 

 

Easter Services 
 

8:00, 9:00,  

10:15 and 11:15am 

Hallelujah! 
 

Breakfast will be served by the Men’s 

Group in Fellowship Hall from 8:30 - 

11am. 

April Is Earth Care Month! 
Writers, Photographers, and  
Illustrators of All Ages Invited 
 

The earth and all creation are God’s. God calls us to be 
careful, humble stewards of this earth, and to protect it 
and restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and 
enjoyment of the human family.  
 

All ages are invited to create an original prayer,  
poem, or picture/poster in honor of God’s creation, 
our place in it as God’s human family, and/or our 
obligation as stewards of the earth.  
 

Prayers, poems, and pictures/posters will be collected in a 
box in the Connecting Link. Due date is April 7. Your 
product needs to fit on an 8 1/2 x 11 piece of paper. 
Please put your name on your work. Our products will be 
shared on Earth Day Sunday, April 21. 
 

If you have any questions, please  
contact Karen Ray, Lois Johnson, or 
Rick Johnson. ~Earth Care Team 
 

“The earth is the Lord’s and all that  
is in it, the world, and those who live  
in it.”  Psalm 24: 1 

Session Highlights 
March 18, 2013 

 
 Sarah Henken, missionary co-worker in Colombia, will 

preach at both services on April 28. 
 A brief mid-week service, including communion, will be 

held from 6:15-7:00 pm on April 3, 10, and 17, and May 1 
and 8 around the communion table in the sanctuary. 

 The Search Team is conducting initial interviews for the 
Director of Children and Youth Ministry. They are pleased 
with the number and quality of the applicants. 

 Session voted to accept into membership Mike Rugh, Mike 
and Cindy Harvey, and Lynn, Don, and Naomi Stange. 
The congregation is invited to welcome them on April 7. 



VBS - Save the Date! 
This year's theme for Vacation Bible School is 
Everywhere Fun Fair!  The children will be learn-
ing about God's love for everyone as they explore 
around the world.   
 

VBS will be Monday, June 24 - Thursday, June 27.  
We are organizing our volunteer team now, and 
need people to help decorate, lead music, play 
games, teach the kids, take photos, handle pub-
licity, and just plain old have fun.   
 

If any of this sounds interesting to you, please 
contact Andrea Pracht (815-529-6954 or 
pracht2058@sbcglobal.net).  Thanks so much! 

Wednesday Worth-ship 
 

The root meaning of worship is worth-ship—defined as “a time 
when we offer to God what we consider God is worth, and a 
time when we realize our worth to God.” 
 

Is God worth another 45 minutes of your time a week? 
 

We will pray, listen for the Word, learn from each other and 
share bread & wine. A time of quiet contemplation, searching 
and a mid-week time to commune with God and one another.  
 

For 6 weeks starting Wednesday, April 3rd, and ending May 8th 
we will be having a time of Worth-ship in the Sanctuary from 
6:15-7:00pm. 
 

Come one, come all, come early, come late, come regularly or 
irregularly. Just come! It will be worth-while. 

Interested in Joining the Earth Care Team? 
 

Psalm 24:1: “The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, 
and those who live in it.” You’ll see this verse and logo on the    
certificate hanging outside Fellowship Hall. It was awarded by the 
Office of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church for 
continuing to grow as an Earth Care Congregation.  
 

Earth Care Congregation is a certification program for Presby-
terian churches trying to live in a manner consistent with God’s 
call to care for creation. The certification process is based on the 

Earth Care Pledge to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and 
to protect and restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and 

enjoyment of the human family. RCLPC was the third church in Illinois 
to earn this designation, and the first in our Presbytery. 

 

The Earth Care Team meets next on Thursday, March 21, at 7pm. Interested teens and adults are 
welcome to be part of the team going forward. 



Join Us at the 10:00 Education Hour 
 

Wired Word 
Each week The Wired Word meets in the lounge for lessons that delve into current news with 

Scripture and hope. The weekly installment is delivered via e-mail on Thursdays, including 

biblical commentary and discussion questions related to a topic in the news that week.  

Don’t receive the materials? Call the church office to be added to the list. Didn’t have time to 

read through it? Come anyway to join in the discussion led by Cindy and Dave Theobald and 

Jim Bauman. 

 

 

April Is Earth Care Month 
The earth and all creation are God’s. God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, 

and to protect it and restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the hu-

man family. To that end, a variety of learning opportunities has been planned for the month of 

April. Please join us in Pastor John’s office if you are free at that time. You are welcome to 

come to whichever topics interest you -- come to one or all. 

 

April 7* What’s for Dinner? Eating Local in McHenry County 

Our own Cindee Robinson, Poplar Grove farmer, and David Woodruff, church treasurer and 

organic grower, will talk about the ‘why’, ‘where’, and ‘what’ of local food. 

 

April 14 Why Earth Care Matters in Our Faith Life 

Special guest is Dr. Clare Butterfield, Director of Faith in Place and the Illinois Interfaith 

Power & Light Campaign, organizations that give people of faith the tools to become good 

stewards of the earth.  

 

April 21 April Showers Bring May Flowers: Rain Barrels and Rain Gardens 

RCLPC-er Terry Dieckhoff will share his experiences with rain barrels, and Sandy Sjoblom, 

of the Wildflower Preservation and Propagation Committee, will bring photos and informa-

tion about rain gardens. 

 

April 28 Yogi Berra and Climate Change 

Rick Johnson will lead a discussion on the Christian response to climate change using some 

of the famous malapropisms of the well-known Yankee catcher as a catalyst to our conversa-

tion. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Ray, Lois Johnson, or Rick Johnson.  

~ Earth Care Team 

 

*Note:  On April 7, feel free to meet the new members at 10am in Fellowship Hall, bring 

your refreshments along, and we’ll start classes at 10:15am. 



Letters from Our Students in Colombia 
translated and submitted by Ann Legg 
 

Letter from Karen Vega 

Dear Ann Legg, 
 

I send a cordial greeting wishing that all-powerful God bless you and all your family.  My family and I 

feel very grateful for all the support your church gave me during the year 2012.  It was very helpful to 

me and my family to have your donation.  It allowed me to continue my studies in secondary school.  

And so I want to tell you that I did very well and stood out as one of the best of the group.  Everything is 

marvelous for my family and me.  We are grateful to God and to you for supporting me so that I could 

study in this school that has meant much to me, and we ask that God’s love multiply for you and your 

family for contributing to my development as a person. 
 

I ask that you pray for my family and me so that God will help me do well and that I will be able to con-

tinue with my studies. I wish to share a Biblical text with you, which I like very much.  Psalm 23:1. 
 

God bless you.  I send all of you a very special hug on the part of my family with love and affection. 
 

Karen Vega 

My trust is in God. 

 

Letter from Anderson Luzmila Durango: 

Hello! 
 

May God all-powerful bless you and your family.  I feel very content in writing to you and express my 

most sincere thanks for the financial support that you were able to give to Anderson during the year of 

2012.  Anderson and all our family wish you good health and happiness for what you have done for our 

family.  
 

Anderson feels very content because, thanks be to God and to all of you, the financial support that you 

gave him allowed him to study in this institution during the whole year of 2012.  Anderson and all our 

family ask God to bless each one of you and all of your families. 
 

With love and affection, 

Mother of Anderson Luzmila Durango 

 

Letter from Ronald Esteban: 

Hello!  A greeting in the love of Christ is sent to you desiring that God all powerful bless you.  Juan 

Esteban does not write well but sends you a very special hug.  He says that he and his family are very 

content to have had such marvelous people as you who donated money so that he could study in this in-

stitution, Colegio Americano. 
 

He says that he did very well and passed to first grade.  He wishes to know soon about you and your 

families. Also we pray and ask God to bless you for helping children in need like him. 
 

He asks that you pray that God bless his family that they may have health and that he may continue do-

ing well in his studies. 
 

God bless you, 

Ronald Esteban, student 



RCLPC Rummage Sale  
Fast Approaching 
 

Tell me, what can you do these days that guarantees 
you are a WINNER? Predict the Cubs will win the     
series… um… I love your optimism!  Lottery ticket  
purchase… what are those odds again?  Here at RCLPC 
we are offering you a CERTAINTY and you can’t find 
that very often! 
 

The Rummage Sale is fast approaching (May 3 and 4).  Hopefully you are gathering all those items 
that you feel would best belong to someone new.  Since you’ve lost so much weight, you can now 
pass all those baggy jeans on to someone who still eats chips and cupcakes.  Those blue dishes are 
still pretty but your kitchen is now green.  Since we actually had winter this year and you upgraded 
your snow thrower, you can pass that old one on to someone who still uses a shovel!  How about all 
those books you no longer need now that you got a Kindle for Christmas?  Just a few suggestions 
and ideas to get you thinking about what treasures you have to offer.   
 

What has all this got to do with being a WINNER?  The Internal 
Revenue Service reminds us TAX DAY is just a few weeks away.  
As you gather all your records, hopefully you have your receipt 
for your donations to the RCLPC Sale from last year.   Donations 
are TAX DEDUCTIBLE you know.  The Goodwill Valuation Guide 
(available on line) is an eye-opener to what you can deduct for 
each item.  Examples:  those jeans mentioned above… $4 to 
$21, plates $.50 -$3.00, books $.75 to $2. (these are estimated 
values).  When you donate items in good condition to RCLPC, 
you can take deductions like this and next year on Tax Day perhaps you will feel like a WINNER! 
 

As we fill the church with all your items and witness the excitement as shoppers fill our rooms and 
hallways to take home their treasures, we at RCLPC will be WINNERS.  The proceeds will help 
RCLPC to continue God’s work in the world… and we pray others will then also feel like WINNERS. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Hopefully you will also consider 
joining the FUN in preparing for 
this event.  Ask anyone who 
helped last year and I think you 
will hear we had a great time.   
We worked hard but made new 
friends, laughed a lot and felt 
more connected to our church 
family and the community…and 

yes, WE felt like WINNERS! 

RCLPC 

RUMMAGE 

SALE 



Box-It for RCLPC 
We’re asking all of RCLPC to “BOX-
IT-UP” and give to the Rummage 
Sale this spring. We have boxes avail-
able in the area outside the church office 
and in the Connecting Link.  Please take 
one (or three, or five?) and fill it up. Hold 
on to those boxes until post Easter, after 
March 31st. 
 

Bring the boxes to Fellowship Hall during 
April and pick up your tax deduction form…
it’s so easy!  
 

Now that we all have the Spring Cleaning itch…  
First – Remember the Rummage Sale 
Second – Box-it up and (if you can)      
separate your items into categories such 
as clothes, house wares, children’s 
items, etc. 
Third - Bring the boxes to Fellow-
ship Hall during April  
Fourth – Tell your neighbors and 
friends to do the same 

 

If you have large items that can’t fit in a box and need to be picked-up, we will gladly provide trans-
port for those items.  
 

Other items we will be in desperate need of:  
Bags – both paper grocery store type and plastic;  
Time and Talent…YOURS – Sign-up for one of the “work teams” in the Connecting Link.  

 

As Always, Thank you for being a “CAN DO” Congregation! Questions? or Suggestions?  Contact, Jodie 
LeFevre, Deb Steele or Kathy Rabe  

More Businesses to Choose From... 
Don't forget to order your gift cards! All orders benefit our Missions. There are so many busi-
nesses to choose from we cannot list them all on our order forms. To see all the businesses, please 
check out the RCLPC website and click on “Volunteers” on the homepage and then click on the Mis-
sion Gift Card links at the bottom of the Missions Group.  

 

 Pick up an order form from the bulletin board in the Connecting Link and fill it out. 
 Write a check made out to “RCLPC” and write Scrip Cards on the memo line. 

 Place your order in Joan Jensema’s mailbox near the brown doors. 
 

Orders usually take approximately a week to receive. The next few dead-
line dates are... Sunday, April 7, Sunday, April 21, Sunday, May 5, and 
Sunday, May 19.  Orders must be turned in by Noon on these 
dates. Thank you for supporting our Missions!! 


