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April Is Earth Care Month! 
Writers, Photographers, and Illustrators of All Ages Invited 
 

The earth and all creation are God’s. God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, and 
to protect it and restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the human 
family. All ages are invited to create an original prayer, poem, or picture/poster in honor 
of God’s creation, our place in it as God’s human family, and/or our obligation as stew-
ards of the earth.  

 

Prayers, poems, and pictures/posters will be collected in a box in the  
Connecting Link. Due date is April 7. Your product needs to fit on an 8 1/2 
x 11 piece of paper. Please put your name on your work. Our products will 
be shared on Earth Day Sunday, April 21. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Ray, Lois Johnson, or Rick 
Johnson. ~Earth Care Team 
 

“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who  
live in it.”  Psalm 24: 1 

Wednesday Worth-ship 
 

The root meaning of worship is worth-ship—defined as “a time when we offer to God 
what we consider God is worth, and a time when we realize our worth to God.” 
 

Is God worth another 45 minutes of your time a week? We will pray, listen for the 
Word, learn from each other and share bread & wine. A time of quiet contemplation, searching and a 
mid-week time to commune with God and one another.  
 

For 6 weeks starting Wednesday, April 3rd, and ending May 8th we will be having a time of Worth-
ship in the Sanctuary from 6:15-7:00pm (will meet in the Lounge on April 10th). Come one, come all, 
come early, come late, come regularly or irregularly. Just come! It will be worth-while. 

A Message from Your Search Team 
At their February Session meeting, the Session approved a new position description for a Director of 
Children and Youth Ministries.  They also approved putting together a Search Team to find someone 
to fill that new position at RCLPC. Since that time a Search Team of Patrick Cameron, Steve Connell, 
John Fankhauser, Jac Kelewae, Katie Price, Dale Prindiville, Wendy Sanders, and George Steffen has 
been put together.  The Team started by advertising for the position and then reading the many  
resumes that have been sent to us.  We then chose the resumes that best fit our criteria in the  
position description and now are in the process of doing initial interviews.  After the first round of  
interviews, we will again choose the top two or three candidates and do more in depth interviews. 
This whole process can be slow, but our Team is quietly and steadily doing our job in discerning who 
would be the best person to guide and nurture our youth and children. As we continue our process, 
we would ask that the congregation pray for guidance from God as we continue our search.  



~ April Community Earth Care Events ~ 

 

The State of the State, Environmentally Speaking 
 

Monday, April 15, 7:00pm 
 

McHenry County College’s Luecht Conference Center 
 

Sponsored by Environmental Defenders of McHenry County and MCC Down to Earth;  

Hosted by MCC Sustainability Center and the Lou Marchi Total Recycling Institute at MCC 
 

We’ve heard about the State of the Union, and the State of the State, but what about the state of 
the environment in Illinois? Environment Illinois State Program Director Bruce Ratain will present 
his view of “the state of the state”. 

 

Earth Day Celebration 
 

Saturday, April 20, 11:00am–4:00pm 
 

Prairieview Education Center 

2112 Behan Road, Crystal Lake 
 

Join the Environmental Defenders of McHenry 

County and McHenry County Conservation District. 

Indoors and out, rain or shine. 
 

Music, puppet shows, nature hikes, restora-
tion work, games, crafts, storytelling, youth 
patch, environmental exhibitors, food! 
 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING DROP-OFF:  
A variety of items, including electronics, will 
be accepted for recycling. Check McHenry 
County Conservation District website prior to 
the event for a complete list. 

 

Chasing Ice 
 

Monday, April 22, 1:30pm AND 7:00pm 
 

McHenry County College 

Luecht Conference Center 
 

Sponsored by Environmental Defenders of McHenry 

County and MCC Down to Earth; Hosted by MCC  

Sustainability Center and the Lou Marchi Total  

Recycling Institute at MCC 
 

Come to the first McHenry County screenings 
of acclaimed environmental photographer 
James Balog’s film about the changing Arctic. 
Using time-lapse cameras, years are com-
pressed into seconds as ancient mountains of 

ice disappear. Chasing Ice is a film you won’t 

want to miss! 

Electronics Spring Cleaning  
Spring means time to get our household in order, but what about the unused electronics stashed in 
the basement or taking up shelf space in the family room? That old VCR. The tape recorder sitting idle 
for a decade. A hair dryer that’s lived its life.  

 

If it works, first stop is the RUMMAGE SALE. Off your hands, moving it to someone who can use it, 
contributing to this fundraiser. Reuse! 
 

Not working? Recycle -- properly. At the Earth Day event at Prairieview Education Center on 
April 20, you just pull up, unload, pay any required fees for TVs and computer monitors, and drive 
away. The Green Guide lists other places you can take electronics for recycling. Environmental Defend-
ers of McHenry County hosts a collection every 2nd Saturday, with details available on their web site. 
 

The Illinois Electronic Products Recycling and Reuse Act went into effect on January 1, 2012,  prohibit-
ing disposal of unwanted electronics in regular trash headed for landfills. This includes televisions, 
computers, monitors, printers, keyboards, DVRs, etc. Check the list for registered electronic waste col-
lection sites and more information at: www.epa.state.il.us. 
 

Electronic products are the fastest growing portion of the solid waste stream. The reuse of these prod-
ucts, which include metals, plastics, and glass, conserves natural resources and saves energy.  The 
metals, including gold, cadmium, lead and silver, can threaten groundwater if disposed of in landfills.  
~ Earth Care Team 



 

Join Us at the 10:00 Education Hour 
 

Wired Word 
Each week The Wired Word meets in the lounge for lessons that delve into current news with 

Scripture and hope. The weekly installment is delivered via e-mail on Thursdays, including  

biblical commentary and discussion questions related to a topic in the news that week.   
 

Don’t receive the materials? Call the church office to be added to the list. Didn’t have time to 

read through it? Come anyway to join in the discussion led by Cindy and Dave Theobald and 

Jim Bauman. 

 

 

April Is Earth Care Month 
The earth and all creation are God’s. God calls us to be careful, humble stewards of this earth, 

and to protect it and restore it for its own sake, and for the future use and enjoyment of the    

human family. To that end, a variety of learning opportunities has been planned for the month 

of April. Please join us in the church office if you are free at that time. You are welcome to 

come to whichever topics interest you -- come to one or all. 

 

April 7* What’s for Dinner? Eating Local in McHenry County 

Our own Cindee Robinson, Poplar Grove farmer, and David Woodruff, church treasurer and 

organic grower, will talk about the ‘why’, ‘where’, and ‘what’ of local food. 

 

*Note:  On April 7, feel free to meet the new members at 10am in Fellowship Hall, bring 

your refreshments along, and we’ll start classes at 10:15am. 

 

April 14 Why Earth Care Matters in Our Faith Life 

Special guest is Dr. Clare Butterfield, Director of Faith in Place and the Illinois Interfaith 

Power & Light Campaign, organizations that give people of faith the tools to become good 

stewards of the earth.  

 

April 21 April Showers Bring May Flowers: Rain Barrels and Rain Gardens 

RCLPC-er Terry Dieckhoff will share his experiences with rain barrels, and Sandy Sjoblom,   

of the Wildflower Preservation and Propagation Committee, will bring photos and information 

about rain gardens. 

 

April 28 Yogi Berra and Climate Change 

Rick Johnson will lead a discussion on the Christian response to climate change using some of 

the famous malapropisms of the well-known Yankee catcher as a catalyst to our conversation. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Ray, Lois Johnson, or Rick Johnson.  

~ Earth Care Team 



RCLPC Rummage Sale  
Fast Approaching 
 

Tell me, what can you do these days that guarantees 
you are a WINNER? Predict the Cubs will win the     
series… um… I love your optimism!  Lottery ticket  
purchase… what are those odds again?  Here at RCLPC 
we are offering you a CERTAINTY and you can’t find 
that very often! 
 

The Rummage Sale is fast approaching (May 3 and 4).  Hopefully you are gathering all those items 
that you feel would best belong to someone new.  Since you’ve lost so much weight, you can now 
pass all those baggy jeans on to someone who still eats chips and cupcakes.  Those blue dishes are 
still pretty but your kitchen is now green.  Since we actually had winter this year and you upgraded 
your snow thrower, you can pass that old one on to someone who still uses a shovel!  How about all 
those books you no longer need now that you got a Kindle for Christmas?  Just a few suggestions 
and ideas to get you thinking about what treasures you have to offer.   
 

What has all this got to do with being a WINNER?  The Internal 
Revenue Service reminds us TAX DAY is just a few weeks away.  
As you gather all your records, hopefully you have your receipt 
for your donations to the RCLPC Sale from last year.   Donations 
are TAX DEDUCTIBLE you know.  The Goodwill Valuation Guide 
(available on line) is an eye-opener to what you can deduct for 
each item.  Examples:  those jeans mentioned above… $4 to 
$21, plates $.50 -$3.00, books $.75 to $2. (these are estimated 
values).  When you donate items in good condition to RCLPC, 
you can take deductions like this and next year on Tax Day perhaps you will feel like a WINNER! 
 

As we fill the church with all your items and witness the excitement as shoppers fill our rooms and 
hallways to take home their treasures, we at RCLPC will be WINNERS.  The proceeds will help 
RCLPC to continue God’s work in the world… and we pray others will then also feel like WINNERS. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Hopefully you will also consider 
joining the FUN in preparing for 
this event.  Ask anyone who 
helped last year and I think you 
will hear we had a great time.   
We worked hard but made new 
friends, laughed a lot and felt 
more connected to our church 
family and the community…and 

yes, WE felt like WINNERS! 

RCLPC 

RUMMAGE 

SALE 

MAY 3 & 4 



The Power of "We": Collective Impact in God's Mission 
World Mission partner conference at Big Tent 
Thursday, August 1-Saturday, August 3, 2013 
 

Come to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)’s Big Tent event and discover for yourself how putting 
God’s first things first can bring rebirth and renewal to your church through engagement in world  
mission! 
 

How can Presbyterians engage in global mission for collective impact? What tools will help your  
congregation address poverty, do evangelism, and engage in reconciliation? Discover strategies to  
advocate for, empower, and partner with sisters and brothers throughout the denomination and 
around the world through mission. The Big Tent combines ten national conferences under one roof, 
gathering thousands of Presbyterian pastors, elders, and other church leaders to study, share, wor-
ship, and fellowship, and to build up the body of Christ.  It’s been called “a giant Presbyterian family 
reunion” – and the 2013 Big Tent brings that reunion to Louisville, Kentucky, home of the PC(USA)’s 
national offices since 1988. 
 

To see a schedule of events, visit the link below: 
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/world-mission-big-tent/  
 

If you are interested in participating in this conference, please contact Ann Legg, 
aglegg@sbcglobal.net or 815-338-4838. 

Rummage Sale (May 3 & 4)  
Donation Drop-Off Has Begun 
 

Please bring your donations to the church and place 
them in the designated area in Fellowship Hall.  If 
your donations are separated into general categories 
(i.e. women's clothes, children's items, housewares, 
etc), there will be labeled areas to help guide you.  
 

Please sign the donation sheet near the drop off area 
and remember to take your tax deductible receipt. 
 

We will happily accept clean and/or working items in 
good condition.  Accepted items could include:  
 

men's, women's or children's clothes, shoes and 
outerwear, toys, children's items (excluding discon-
tinued carseats), housewares,  plants for Spring, 
books, CDs, DVDs, electronics (excluding computers), furniture, books, office supplies, luggage, 
bags, sporting equipment, exercise equipment, fixtures, linens, decor items, tools, collectibles,     
antiques, and more. 
 

We will be working to organize your generous donations throughout the month of April.  Please, 
please, sign up to assist in this massive project in the connecting link. Tell your neighbors, family 
and friends as they too can donate tax deductible items AND attend our Rummage Sale on May 
3rd and 4th.  
 

You are a fabulous congregation who always pitches in to make an event such as this a terrific suc-
cess.  Thank You for continuing to support our wonderful church. 

http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/world-mission/world-mission-big-tent/
mailto:aglegg@sbcglobal.net


An article from Earth Connect Winter 2013 
Vol. 7 Issue 1, McHenry County Defenders 
submitted by John Fankhauser 

VBS - Save the Date! 
This year's theme for Vacation Bible School is 
Everywhere Fun Fair!  The children will be learn-
ing about God's love for everyone as they explore 
around the world.   
 

VBS will be Monday, June 24 - Thursday, 
June 27.  We are organizing our volunteer team 
now, and need people to help decorate, lead mu-
sic, play games, teach the kids, take photos, han-
dle publicity, and just plain old have fun.   
 

If any of this sounds interesting to you, please 
contact Andrea Pracht (815-529-6954 or 
pracht2058@sbcglobal.net).  Thanks so much! 


