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The  Spirit 
Of Ridgefield Crystal Lake Presbyterian Church 

 

Terminator or Tinker Bell? 
Zephaniah 3: 14-20 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 

Jerusalem!  The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Isra-

el, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.  On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, 

O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will 

rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 

festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors 

at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in 

all the earth. 20 At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and 

praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 
“More people are killed by hurricanes named after women than after men, according to a study published in the Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (June 2014). Why? Because people don't take hurricanes with female names 
seriously.” 
 
When I read this headline this week my reaction was “ahhhh???” However, it seems to be a solid piece of research 
which indicates that people do not think a Hurricane called “Mary” is going to be as strong or threatening as one 
called “Boris”. 
 
The research indicates that we have a deep biological and genetic conviction that men are stronger, rougher, and 
more dangerous than women.  When questioned by reporters, study coauthor Kiju Jung said “the effect was the un-
fortunate result of the stereotypes people assign men and women, the results point to more subconscious assump-
tions. Our gender bias extends much further than just the wage gap”. 
 
I suppose this is the other side of the “profiling” coin where certain attributes and assumptions are assigned to a per-
son, without evidence of truth. The sort of actions which cause accusations of wrongful police or government activi-
ty, and can lead to hate crimes and discrimination.  It is certainly true that when we brand someone “enemy” or 
“terrorist” or “wimp” or  “bully” or even “victim” we also assign an entire “personality” with the name. 
 
A name can be empowering or disabling. A name can instill confidence or fear. I certainly would be more concerned 
about “Storm Terminator” than “Storm Tinker Bell”. 
 
During the Summer I will be preaching on texts and questions submitted by members, my thanks to those of you 
who responded. Studying them, I realized that I was seeing a common thread of situations or people who had to 
choose between being “Terminator” or “Tinker Bell”; Friend or Foe; Collaborator or Hero; Giver or Taker. 
 
I also realized that in the Fall as we celebrate our 175th and as we launch into our Visioning process (look out for 
more information about this essential and exciting process) how we describe RCLPC, how we think of RCLPC, how 
we express RCLPC may well be limiting our ability to hear where and who God is calling us to be.   
    
Your  Pastor and friend,  John Dillon 
 
 
 

June 2014 
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 ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

A few years ago, a confirmand and her mentor were talking about the needs in our community and she 
learned that the PADS meal program was ending for the current  year which meant that there would be 
no meals provided for the homeless from May to October.   Shocked, this  caring teenager cried out, 
“What are they going to do?  What’s going to happen to them?” 
 
As she says today, “I didn’t understand why there was no summer program.  I didn’t understand why 
people just seemed to forget that there are always  homeless people that need our help, even in the 
summer.  I wanted the homeless to know that there are others who care about them and maybe show 
them a  little bit of  faith and hope for their  future.”. 
 
The Mentor talked with the PADS Executive  Director and we have been preparing  lunches  every Friday and delivering them to 
PADS since then.  This young confirmand is  in college now but our church commitment has and is continuing  every week  through-
out the summer through the efforts of a very small group of RCLPC members .  This caring group could use some help on Fridays 
from 9-10 a.m. to prepare 30 sandwiches and deliver them to the PADS office in Woodstock.   
 
RCLPC is the ONLY church in the area who has this mission and it was started because one of 
our children cared enough to make a difference – Thanks, Amanda Nelson.  
 
Please sign up in the Connecting Link. 

Thank you ….  
A big thank you goes to Jodie LeFevre and Cindy Nichols for their service 
as Deacons.  We thank them for sharing their gifts, talents and caring spirit 
with all of us. 

Please welcome our newest Deacons - Kathy Rabe and Wendy Sanders.  
Also serving as Deacons are Cheryl Brincks, Louise Dillon, Carol Hoefer, 
Joan Jensema, Sarah Kelewae,  Karen Leuchtmann, Cynthia Lopuszynski, 
Dan Newman, Rob Price and Marge Stewart.  We look forward to working 
with you, caring for you and serving you - the congregation of RCLPC.  

SHARE YOUR GIFTS IN WORSHIP THIS 

SUMMER 

 If you'd like to share your gifts of music, art and/or 
dance in worship this summer, please sign up on the 
sheet located on the bulletin board, outside the choir 
room.  You may select 9 and/or 11 worship.  For 
more information, contact Sherri Dees. sher-

CALLING ALL 3 AND 4 YEAR OLDS!!  The Christian Education Team is in the process of plan-

ning for Sunday school next fall.  In an effort to do that we would like to know if there will be a need for a 
preschool program next fall.  If you have a preschooler that will be the age of 3 or 4 by September 2014 and 
are planning to have your child regularly attend Sunday school starting in September, we need to hear from 
you.  Please contact me as early as possible to help in our planning process.  Thank you so much.  Karen 
Nelson, nelsvenska55@sbcglobal.net or 815/477-4862.   

mailto:sherri@rclpc.org
mailto:nelsvenska55@sbcglobal.net
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       Choir Returns from Big Moment in Big Apple 
The RCLPC Adult Choir recently returned from New York City, where we helped present a major new composition by 
Bradley Ellingboe. Twenty-eight RLCPC singers joined choirs from New Mexico, Arizona, and Virginia, more than 200 
voices in all, to perform Mr. Ellingboe’s “Star Song” in Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center. It was the New York premi-
ere of the composition and the world premiere of the piece with orchestral arrangement. 

 

Our choir has presented sacred works by Mr. Ellingboe over the years. It was one such performance, posted by Kim Stew-
art on our church website, which led to our NYC trip. In May of last year, I received an email that began: “Allow me to 
introduce myself. My name is Bradley Ellingboe. I recently saw that you performed my ‘Requiem’ at Ridgefield-Crystal 
Lake Presbyterian and I wanted to compliment you all on the performance. It really was extraordinarily fine!” He went on 
to invite us to join a festival choir, which he would conduct, to present his new 12-movement composition on Memorial 
Day weekend in 2014. 

 

His invitation was an “extraordinarily fine” opportunity, even if many of us had to swallow hard at the cost of travel and 
five days/four nights in Manhattan. So, after much study and rehearsal, including work on our Latin, Hebrew, and French, 
and many logistical details, we were on our way to the Big Apple. 

 

Throughout the trip, spirits and energy were high, and the choir humor was typically self-deprecating: 

 

“We almost made it to Carnegie Hall” – some of our rehearsals were held in a hotel located across Seventh Avenue 
from the famous concert venue. 

“We’re on a multi-state tour” – most of us flew from Chicago to Newark, N.J., and rode a bus to our hotel on Broad-
way, and those who drove or took trains all the way from home made many more stops. 

 

I think we were all a bit anxious before the first rehearsal, but we were well prepared, and your choir more than held its 
own with many other fine singers. I was not surprised. These are the same volunteers who faithfully rehearse week after 
week throughout the year – practicing hard, laughing hard, and lifting each other up so that together we are ready to help 
lead worship. 

 

“Star Song” consists of poems and other texts, ranging from ancient to contemporary, that in one way or another touch 
upon what Age of Enlightenment poets called “the music of the spheres,” the idea that everything in the heavens works in 
harmony. “What if we could hear that harmony?” Mr. Ellingboe wondered. He notes that everything vibrates, not only 
sound as human ears experience it, but also the atoms that make up the planets, the stars, and each of us – atoms that 
“were something before they were us” and “will be something else after we are gone.” 

 

“Star Song” explores and expresses this concept in a variety of musical styles and moods – sometimes profoundly moving, 
other times whimsical, occasionally sorrowful, frequently mysterious, but ultimately joyful – much like life itself. 

 

Many of the movements featured tenor soloist Dann Coakwell, who was outstanding. As for Mr. Ellingboe, he was a joy, 
both on and off the podium. For me, one of the highlights of the trip did not directly involve the group, but rather one of 
our younger members. Our own Alex Riak is a budding composer. Having been impressed with an example of Alex’s 
work, Mr. Ellingboe generously took time to meet privately with Alex and offer encouragement and constructive criticism, 
composer to composer. Wow! 

 

In the future, our choir hopes to present “Star Song” for the enjoyment of our congregation and community. We feel 
blessed in so many ways. Wonderful things happen when we share God’s gift of music.  ~ Sherri Dees 
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I GAVE ONLINE 
 

Notice the new cards in the pew racks? The cards de-
scribe the different ways you can give online to 
RCLPC. They also act as a tangible item to place in 
the offering plate for those who elect to give online.  
 
If  you make financial gifts directly to RCLPC by 
check or cash, you are encouraged to continue. But if  
online giving is more convenient, please note that you 
can set up online banking, or go through the church 
website at www.rclpc.org, or 
use the QR code.  
 
Whichever you choose, please 
be sure to include your RCLPC 
contributor number with every 
gift. 

  

  Yoga Mondays 

Grethe Christensen is back and will be teach-

ing yoga classes in Fellowship Hall Monday 

mornings 9-10 a.m.. 

All are welcome! 

Golf  Do you have a gift card for a restaurant 

you’d like to donate to be a prize at the 3rd an-
nual Jim Holder Memorial Golf  outing?  Will 
you sponsor a hole for your business? Will you 
donate a gift basket or some items to fill a bas-
ket? (Golf  and food items always work).  Just 
drop them off  in the office with a note indi-
cating “golf ” and your support and participa-
tion will make this event successful.  Ques-
tions? Contact Nate at Zacher91@att.net.   

To all who helped in every way make 

this year’s rummage sale such a huge 

success. It has truly been an all church 

event!- The Rummage Sale Committee 

http://www.rclpc.org/
mailto:Zacher91@att.net
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A church event for all 
adults; join the RCLPC Ca-
fé group for a summer pic-
nic! 

Friday 

July 18, 2014 

6:00pm 

Norge Ski Hill in Fox River 
Grove 

 

     Spirit Wanted! 
Add your good spirit to the Independ-
ence Day Parade! 

We have a truck and would like 
RCLPC volunteers to  

* decorate the vehicle, 

* walk and give candy to happy little    
people. 

Be in the middle of  all the fun and join 
us for the parade. 

Call Karen 815.455.3909 with ideas, to 
volunteer yourself  and your good spir-
it. 

July Spirit Deadline: 
Please submit all articles for the July  

Issue of  The Spirit by Friday, July 11th 

office@rclpc.org 
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Great Beginnings 
Matt Brown’s first day on the job at RCLPC was joining a foursome at last year’s golf 
outing.  Who could ask for a better start? 

This could be your first time to be in the scramble, so check with your friends and sign up or 
we can assign you to a foursome.  Ask anyone who was at Cary Country Club last year about 
what a great day it was, and then plan to be there, August 7th for the 3rd annual Jim Holder 
Memorial Golf Outing.  Applications are in the connecting link or available from Nate at 
zacher91@att.net (leave your checks and registration form in the envelope in the connecting 
link or send it to the office).  You may join the fun for lunch and the award celebration for only 
$25 by using the same form.  Lunch will be around 2 or 2:30….whenever the groups get back 
to the clubhouse.  Sign up this week; advance registration REALLY helps us organize for this 
great event.   

mailto:zacher91@att.net
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Equipping the Called 
One of my favorite people in the Bible is Moses and it 
is not for reasons that you may think. Yes he was in-
volved in plagues, the parting of the Red Sea and 
bringing the Ten Commandments down to the people 
of Israel, but it is Moses in his early years that I am 
more interested in.  

Moses is out tending to a flock of sheep when God 
appears to him in the form of a burning bush. Moses 
is quick to say, “Here I am” but his eagerness begins 
to wear off as he hears what God actually wants. God 
tells him to go to Egypt and set the Israelites free but 
Moses does not think this is such a good idea. He then 
proceeds to fight tooth and nail to try and get out of 
doing what God wants. Moses comes up with four 
excuses as to why he cannot go and God is having 
none of it. He chose Moses to do this and nothing is 
going to talk him out of it. Then Moses just flat out 
says, “Please, Lord, send someone else.” However, 
God continues to equip Moses and finally Moses 
agrees.  

I think one of the reasons that I like Moses so much is I can relate to him and his reaction to God’s call. I 
am usually very quick on making myself available to God’s calling but when I actually look at what I have to 
do, I think up every excuse in the book as to why I can’t do it. However, I always try and remember the sto-
ry of Moses. God equipped him with everything that he needed and he succeeded because God was with 
him. 

As summer approaches, many of our programs are looking towards next year and looking for volunteers. It 
is a time where many people are praying about making a commitment and wondering if it is the right fit for 
them. In this discerning time, remember that God will equip you to do anything. God has a track record of 
calling seemingly unequipped people to do his will and then equipping them with the right tools.    

~ Matthew Brown 

 

Save the 

Date!   
August 6, Food Distribu-
tion for those in need, 
right here at RCLPC!   

Lots of hands and help 
will be needed!  Details 
and more information 
will be coming soon. 

~Mission Outreach Min-

istry Team  

Workshop of Wonders (WOW) 

VBS is Coming Soon... 

and we need volunteers!! We have something 
for everyone-decorating, crafts, music, science 
and much, much more! 

Sign up in the connecting link today or contact 
Jodi Iddings or Wendy Sanders. With your help it 
will be WOWderful!! 
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                 Summer Preaching Topics 
 

My thanks to all who submitted topics and texts. I planned to preach on every single one, 
but there were too many to fit into the Summer! One or two were similar enough for me 
to address together, all were excellent and challenging. – John Dillon 

 

June 22 Esther 4:5, 9-17 “How Much Risk?” 

Doing the Godly thing 

 

June 29 Mathew 16:24-27 “Follower or Admir-
er?” 

Commitment 

 

July 6 Exodus 3:7-12 “The Great Experiment” 

Religion and State 

 

July 13 Mathew 5:3-11 “Right side up World?” 

The Beatitudes 

 

July 20 Mathew 8:5-13 “What the Hell?” 

Hell……human or divine 

 

July 27 Jeremiah 18:1-12 “Getting Smashed for Jesus?” 

Church in 21st Century and the increase in “None’s” 

 

Aug 3 Proverbs 2:1-15 “What use is the Bible?” 

How God’s Word affects our lives 

 


