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Having just celebrated the New Year and watched the New York Ball Drop on TV, I was reminded that 

in Scotland the tradition to mark the changing of the year is for public buildings to “ring out the bells”. 

People talk about “staying up late for the bells” and I can remember at least one freezing night sitting 

alone in the Sanctuary from about 11:50pm to 12:20 AM, to “ring the church bell at midnight”. Unfortu-

nately the custodian, whose duty it was, had fallen ill and no one else was available. Session had, of 

course, made it quite clear that “the New Year would not be the New Year if our bells did not see it in!” 

I never knew why it had become a custom, other than the obvious suggestion that in pre-industrial      

society, church bells were one of the few loud, public “announcements” possible. 

Of course we still ring the bell at the beginning of every worship. In fact it is probably the only time 

most people hear the traditional pealing of bells. Before the advent of clocks in every house and watches 

on every wrist (though now often replaced by the phone in every pocket) church bells were used to help 

people know when it was time to go to church, or when it was mid- day. In many country areas the 

church bells where often rung three hours, two hours and one hour before worship and as worship began. 

The idea was to inform the farmers and workers that it was time to finish what they were doing, clean up 

and start walking towards the building. 

However, this week I found another aspect of bell ringing from the 7th century, that I had not previously 

known of. 

“Adomnan did not carry a sword with him into battle; instead he carried the bell of his anger” 

In church history Adomnan mac Ronain is remembered as the author in 697 AD of the “Law of the Inno-

cents”. Known as the “first law in heaven and earth for the protection of women and children”. He wrote 

and apparently managed to partially enforce this early attempt to limit the effects of war on                 

non-combatants. It has been called the Geneva Convention of the 7th century! 

However, on further reading, I also discovered that Adomnan often went into battle against the tyrants of 

the day armed with only a sacred hand bell which he rang loudly as he called down the wrath of God 

upon the oppressors and war mongers. 

In a study called  “Ring out your prayer: early Irish hand-bells” the author, and renowned expert on the 

subject, Gilbert Markus states “bells often appear in opposition to the power of kings” and “such aggres-

sively confrontational use of the bell is not unusual” bells were rung “to defend churches against aggres-

sion”. He continues “ringing a bell was done by those whose help is in the Lord, rather than in their own 

strength. To ring out …is to enter into a tradition of prayer...which seeks to transform the world, not by 

getting power over it but by entrusting ourselves to God” 

So the ringing of the worship bell is not just a summons to us, it is an act of trust and submission to God.       

"Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the Lord, You are my Lord; I have no good, apart 

from you” Psalm 16:1-2   ~Pastor John 

 



RCLPC 2016 Rummage Sale June 3-4 

We are once again planning for the yearly RLCPC Rummage Sale! Mark your calendars, 

the Rummage Sale dates are June 3-4. Donations will be accepted starting May 22-May 

30. 

 

We will be looking for leaders and volunteers, of course, and have no doubt we will find 

them. We had such fun last time, and look forward to good fellowship, and a successful 

event! 

 

As you begin your winter and spring cleaning, start putting things aside. We will have 

more details coming as the event draws near. Keep watching for news in Fellowship 

Hall, the Spirit Newsletter, and bulletins. 

 

Thanks much in advance for all of your help, we will be in touch. 

 

Blessings, Marge Stewart, Mary Finch, and Linda Schweers 

Congratulations  

Jack Fischbach! 

On Sunday January 10, 

2016, Jack Fischbach will be 

awarded the Boy Scout Rank 

of Eagle at RCLPC.  Eagle is 

the highest rank in scouting 

and is achieved only after years of work and   

service.  Eagle Scouts have demonstrated and 

are tasked with a lifetime commitment to Rever-

ence to God, Service to Others, and High Moral 

standards.  Achieving Eagle culminates in the 

Eagle Service project, for which Jack was to   

design, organize, raise funds, and construct  

spectator seating for the Woodstock High School 

tennis courts. 

Save the date! 

The Hope College   

Wind Ensemble  

The Hope College Wind Ensemble 

will return to RCLPC on Monday, 

March 21st  for a 7:00 perform-

ance. Plan to mark your calendars 

and join 

us for an 

evening 

of music! 

 



A “New” Year in Sunday School 

grat-i-tude’ a feeling or attitude in acknowledgment of a benefit that one has received or will receive.  

As we bring in the New Year, let us acknowledge to God the benefits that we have already received 

from him.  Sunday school resumes on Sunday, January 10th, during the 10:00 education hour.  During 

the month of January, preschool through fifth grade will be having lessons and activities based on mis-

sion related themes.  The children will be sharing their gratitude and love for God by sharing and learn-

ing about people and places outside of the RCLPC classroom.  They will be making sandwiches and 

lunches for the PADs program, skyping with some families in El Salvador, and other mission related 

projects. Middle school and high school will resume their regular curriculum schedule.  On Sunday, 

January 31st, there will be no Sunday school due to one worship service at 10:00 followed at 11:00 by a 

Congregational meeting and pancake breakfast.  All of the Sunday school classes will be taking part 

in the Hat, Glove and Mitten Drive.  Contact Karen Nelson with any questions. 

                                                                               

HAT, GLOVE, MITTEN DRIVE 
Let’s ring in the New Year and show our gratitude for all we 

have by helping others in our community.  During the month 

of January, please help to warm the families of 

Home of the Sparrow and the PADs program 

by donating hats, gloves and mittens  

for adults or children. 

The phrase lectio divina, difficult to translate adequately, is the 

Latin for “sacred reading” or better “divine reading.” Lectio is the 

slow perusal of sacred Scripture, both the Old and New Testa-

ments.  It is undertaken not with the intention of gaining informa-

tion, but of using the texts as an aide to feel closer to  the living 

God. 

 

Pastor John will host a short “lectio divina” session in the lounge at 10:00AM on Sun-

days Jan 10th, 17th and 24th. Please come and join us and learn of this simple and refresh-

ing way to read Scripture. 

 Reminder - deadline for February Spirit articles 

is January 29th!  



Another successful Cookie Walk!  

The proceeds this year totaled about $3300. 

Wow! Thank you to all who volunteered and    

donated and the wonderful fellowship we shared. 

With you, we have helped our Church budget, 

Fairhaven in Egypt, Turning Point, Senior Care 

Network, Home of the Sparrow, PADS and our 

Youth!  

Thank you! 

Deacons’  

Welcoming Ministry 

 

 

In recent months, you have learned about 

some of the ways in which Deacons are 

involved in the life of the RCLPC congre-

gation.  Most of our responsibilities, like 

hosting receptions for special events and 

providing for coffee and cookies during 

the 10:00 fellowship hour on Sunday 

mornings, would not be successful with-

out your help. We thank you for your ongoing involvement as deacons "at large"!  This 

month, we want to focus on our Welcoming Ministry. 

 

Our Welcoming Ministry begins when visitors to RCLPC sign a pew pad and leave their 

contact information.  Initially, they are contacted by John and the Deacons are notified of 

their attendance.  After the third visit, Deacon Ron Brandt reaches out by making a      

personal visit to the home of the individual/family, learning who they are and answering 

any questions they may have about RCLPC and its ministry.  In the past, this ministry 

was called the Bread Basket Ministry and the welcoming Deacon would leave bread at 

the home.  With the name change also comes a change in the gift that we leave--notepads 

with our church's name, contact information and a Bible verse, accompanied by a pen 

which also includes the name, address and phone number of our church. 

 

As with our other ministries, you can help!  When you see someone you don't recognize 

at church on Sunday morning, please reach out with a warm greeting and an introduction 

and let Pastor John or Ron know.  Even those who are "church shopping" are doing so 

with the intent of finding a church home, so let's welcome them into OUR home.  This 

fall, we have had new three families who have become regular worshipers with us -    

welcome! 



Session Highlights 

December 14, 2015 

 Rev. John Dillon Moderator 

 Approved Session Meeting Minutes from November 16, 2015 

 Approved Fiesta Belén Fundraiser Request April 23, 2016 – Living Waters for the 

World 

 Approved Rummage Sale Fundraiser Request June 3 & 4 

 Discussed Hope College Wind Ensemble concert event request at RCLPC on 

March 21st  

 Discussed New Beginnings communication plan with congregation on January 

31st  

 Discussed the November 2015 Year to Date financial report 

 Discussed preliminary 2016 budget 

 Discussed 2016 pledge card to date results 

 Approved Call for Congregation Annual Meeting on January 31, 2016 at 11 am. 

 Approved change of January Stated Session Meeting to January 18, 2016 

 Next meeting January 18, 2016 

“1 + Options” Group 

Several months ago, the Deacons dis-

cussed the fact that there are nearly 39 

members of the RCLPC family who are 

single. Many of these individuals have 

expressed interest in opportunities for 

fun and fellowship. 

In response to these suggestions, the 

Deacons will be starting a “1 + Options” 

group. The goal of this group is to in-

crease social options for singles in our 

church community.  Some suggestions include meeting at different restaurants, attending 

movies, walking tours, day trips and exchanging dinner meals.  The group will probably 

have one to two events monthly.  Members may attend any or all of the events they 

would like. 

We are having a breakfast meeting Saturday, February 20th at the Panera Bread on rte. 14 

in Crystal Lake at 9:30 a.m. Buy yourself something to eat and come join us in the meet-

ing room with your ideas for the future of the group. 

If you are interested or have any questions, please feel free to contact Sue Neuschel at 

815-356-7041. 



 

Our Living Waters team of Lois and Rick Johnson and 

Sarah and Jac Kelewae is going to the Belén Presbyte-

rian Church in Jerez, Guatemala, January 15-19, 2016. 

We will be assessing and testing the water supply, build-

ing a good relationship with the church members, and 

agreeing together on a plan for the water treatment sys-

tem and educational experiences.  

 

The goal is to return to Guatemala July 9-16, to teach 

our partners how to install the water filtration system, and teach the children and families of the com-

munity about safe water and hygiene. Two more trips will follow to solve any problem with the system 

and celebrate its success together. 

 

You have joined us by purchasing parts for the water system, bottles to hold the clean water, and CDs to 

share the music of the Christmas season. You have supported this mission with donations of more than 

$2600. Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts, for your generous giving. 

 

The need for safe water in Guatemala is great. It is one of the poorest countries in Latin America. More 

than half the population lives in poverty, with nearly a quarter of the population living on less than 

$2per day. Children who have contracted waterborne diseases miss up to half of their schooling. 

The forty children who attend the church, whose members will operate the system, and other children 

from the nearby school will benefit from the clean, safe water. The health of the whole area will be im-

proved by the availability of clean water. 

 

We are hoping others in our congregation would like to join in this mission effort by traveling to Guate-

mala. An orientation meeting will be held after we return from Guatemala, and those who are interested 

will be trained in the installation of the water system or health and hygiene education prior to the sum-

mer trip. Team members are asked to pay their own expenses for travel to Guatemala and lodging. 

 

Can you solve computer problems? Do you like to cook? Babysit? Can you teach another a skill? Lend 

a kayak or canoe? Another way to support this mission would be to offer something you can do or make 

for a silent auction. On April 23, from 4-7 pm, Fiesta Belén will be held at church with music, games 

for children, Guatemalan food, and a silent auction. Perhaps you will have something to contribute to 

the auction. Let us know. 

 

We ask for your prayers as we travel to Guatemala in January and again in July.  For more information 

about this church mission effort to our brothers and sisters in Guatemala and how you can help support 

it, look at the links on the church web page: rclpc.org > Other Links of Interest > Living Waters for the 

World. 

 

As Christ’s disciples, called to ministry in his name, we seek to continue his mission of teaching the 

truth, feeding the hungry, healing the broken, and welcoming strangers. God sends the Holy Spirit to 

dwell within us, giving us the energy, intelligence, imagination, and love to be Christ’s faithful disciples 

in the world.  PC(USA)    

 

Paz, 

Sarah and Jac 

Lois and Rick  

http://rclpc.org


Listening Point:                   

   We’re all Ears 
 

 

Do you have an idea, a dream, a suggestion or a                              

concern about any part of our life together at RCLPC? 

Then speak to Pastor John, an Elder or a Deacon and will quickly arrange a time to hear 

all about it. Your opinion is valued! 

 

The Procedure: 

The person approached will not attempt to deal with the matter then and there. In-

stead, they shall quickly (within 7-10 days) arrange for a “Listening Point” to be 

set up. 

 

A “Listening Point” consists of two current office bearers, either (A) an Elder and a 

Deacon or, (B) one Elder or Deacon and the Pastor, who will meet with the mem-

ber raising the issue. 

 

The Elder or Deacon shall immediately inform the Pastor and the Clerk of Session 

that a “Listening Point” has been established. 

 

At the next Session meeting, the Clerk will minute that a “Listening Point” has been 

initiated, giving as much information as is appropriate. 

 

At the following months’ meeting, the Session shall receive a full report with names, 

outline of discussion, and action taken to date, submitted by one of the office 

bearers involved. 

 

The Clerk will be responsible for recording all “Listening Points” in the Session min-

utes and for ensuring that they are appropriately followed up on and dealt with. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        The staff of Stronghold Camp and Retreat Center would like to invite you to our 

Women's Retreat from February 5th through February 7th 2016. 

 

The retreat will begin with worship at 6:00pm on February 5th and finish following worship and 

fellowship on February 7th (We are hoping to provide a shuttle to worship at a nearby Presbyte-

rian Church and a stop at Historic Conover Square (Oregon, IL) for those who wish to             

participate.)  

Throughout the retreat you will have the opportunity to take part in a number of activities from  

Bible Studies, Nature Studies, Arts and Crafts, Mediation and Music. 

This event is a perfect for building relationships with new friends and old acquaintances. 

Overnight accommodation is in Heritage Lodge; our hotel style facility. Each room has a private 

bathroom and free internet access & queen sized bed (2 per room). For those wishing to focus 

more on building relationships or spending quality time with loved ones or dear friends our shared 

room rate is perfect. We are also able to offer a private room rate for those who wish to enjoy a 

little more privacy during their off time. Also available is a one day rate.  

Programming will start at 9:00am on Saturday morning (February 6th) with Worship and will    

conclude with evening Bible Study following dinner on Saturday evening.  

Space is limited and registration will close at 5:00pm on January 24th 

  

Room and Day rates 

Private Room: $160 

Shared Room: $130 

Saturday Only: $79 

  

To Register please contact Diane on 815 732-611 ext 613 or via email  

reservations@strongholdcenter.org 

mailto:reservations@strongholdcenter.org

